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The Upjohn Company pledges

$2 million to WMU Foundation

The Upjohn Company of Kalamazoo has pledged an
unrestricted $2 million gift to the Western Michigan
University Foundation in advance of a long-range development program for capital projects, endowments, enrichment of academic programs, and special priority programs.
The donation marks the largest unrestricted gift that
Western has received in its eighty-five-year history.
"We feel that support of Western Michigan University's
goals and academic excellence is an investment in our
educational system, as well as the community," said Dr.
Theodore Cooper, chair and chief executive officer of The
Upjohn Company.
"This is one of the largest gifts Upjohn has ever made
to a single institution, and it demonstrates our confidence
in the leadership of this fine university," Cooper continued. "The company is proud to currently employ more
than 1,000 individuals holding degrees from Western."
In responding to the gift, President Diether H.
Haenicke said, "The generosity of The Upjohn Company is
extraordinary, and we are thankful for its continued sup-

port. The Upjohn Company is truly an exemplary corporate citizen and friend of this University.
"This sizeable gift underscores The Upjohn Company's
continued commitment to its founding motto to 'keep the
quality up,' " Haenicke said, "and it certainly will enhance
the University's ability to similarly preserve its dedication
to providing high quality teaching, research, and service."
The Upjohn Company has a long history of supporting
Western and its programs. The company matches individual employee donations up to $2,000 annually as part
of its existing educational matching gift program.
In addition, Upjohn continues to sponsor a WMU
Medallion Scholarship in business and a doctoral
fellowship in educational administration. It also provides
support annually to the University's general fund and in
1980 created an Upjohn Chair in Business Administration.
The Vpjohn Company is a worldwide, research-based
manufacturer and marketer of human health care products
and services, agronomic and vegetable seeds, animal health
products, and pharma~eutical and specialty chemicals.

Lees pave the way for honors facility
Carl and Winifred Lee of Kalamazoo
have pledged a $500,000 gift toward
the construction of a new facility for
Western's Honors College.
"We have always been particularly
impressed with the high quality of
undergraduate instruction at Western
Michigan University,'' the Lees said,
'·and we were very pleased when
President (Diether H.) Haenicke
reaffirmed that institutional commitment and indicated he would seek
private funds for the construcCarl and Winifred
tion of a new building for Western's
Honors College. We were delighted when he designated that goal as his 'pet project,' and we are very
happy that we can help him achieve that very worthwhile
goal."

Three receive 1988
alumni teaching awards

Lee

Three more faculty members have joined
the select group of Western teachers who
have been recognized by their former
students as being outstanding in their profession.
The three, winners of 1988 Alumni
· Teaching Excellence Awards, are: Dr. James
W. Burns, professor of education and professional development; Dr. Zahir A.
Quraeshi, associate professor of marketing;
and Dr. Arthur T. White, professor of
mathematics and statistics.
Alumni Association president Patricia
Muth, '43, presented the associationsponsored awards October 25 during
Western's ninth annual Academic Convoca~
tion.
For a detailed story, turn to page 2.

In announcing the gift at the
WMU Foundation's October meeting, Haenicke said, "I am finding
it very difficult to adequately
express my sincere gratitude for this
very generous gift. Carl and Winifred
Lee are making it possible for thousands of future WMU students to
have and enjoy an ideal learning
environment. We will always be
indebted to the Lees for their
vision and their generosity."
Carl Lee is president and general
manager of Fetzer Broadcasting
Service in Kalamazoo. Next year will mark his fiftieth year
with that broadcasting firm.
Haenicke indicated that he will recommend to the University's Board of Trustees that the new building be named
for the Lees. The proposed site for the new facility is on
the West Campus mall just east of Rood Hall.
The Honors College was established in 1962 and was
directed by Dr. Samuel I. Clark until his retirement in
1986. Now headed by Dean Faith Gabelnick, the college
includes about 950 students and 60 faculty members and
is located in Hillside West. It is hoped that construction
on the new facility can begin next year.

Gridders clinch trip
to California Bowl
Western beat Ball State University 1~13 in Muncie, Indiana, November 5 to earn a trip to a post-season bowl
game for only the second time i~ the University's history.
The win against the Cardinals also assured ~he Broncos
of at least sharing the Mid-American Conference crown for
1988. The only other modern day Western teams to be as
successful were the 1941 squad, which had an 8-0 record
but no bowl game to participate·in, and the 1966 team,
which had a 7-3 overall record and shared the MAC title
with Miami University.
Counting the Ball State win, the Broncos have an
overall record of 8-1 and a MAC record of ~l.
Western has won all five of its road games so far this
year. It has registered wins over the University of Wisconsin (24-14), the University of Toledo (31-9), Illinois State
University (44-14), Bowling Green State University (37-10),
Miami University (41-18), Eastern Michigan University (3124), and Central Michigan University (42-24). The team's
only loss so far has been to Kent State University (28-45).
The Ball State victory gives Western the right to play
in the California Bowl in Fresno on December 10. The
Broncos will be the sixth different MAC team to represent
the conference since the bowl game was created eight
years ago. This year's Big West Conference opponent is
expected to be bowl host Fresno State University, as the
Bulldogs have a game and a half lead with two contests remaining.
Western's only previous bowl appearance was in the
1961 Aviation Bowl in Dayton, Ohio, where it lost 28-12
to New Mexico.

Trustees and faculty praise Haenicke' s leadership
Citing President Diether H. Haenicke for the "spark" he
has brought to the University, the WMU Board of Trustees
granted him an 8 percent salary increase October 21.
The trustees' action followed a Faculty Senate move
one week earlier that initiated a fund-raising drive to endow a Medallion Scholarship in Haenicke's name "for the
benefit of the University by a grateful faculty as a gesture
of thanks and support."
Haenicke said he will immediately donate his salary increase, which amounted to $8,680, to the WMU Foundation "for the benefit of students" as part of the University's
planned capital campaign.
The pay raise brings Haenicke's official University
salary to $117,184. The raise included a 1.5 percent in(Continued

on page 3)

A surprised and
pleased president Haenicke
listens as Dr.
Stanley S.
Robin, Faculty
Senate president, announces the
creation of a
scholarship in
Haenicke's
name.
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Three win alumni teaching excellence awards
Jlrthur a. White

White has taught at Western since 1969. He teaches a
variety of undergraduate and graduate courses, ranging
from algebra to calculus to graph theory. He is well
known nationally and internationally for his graph
theory research.
This is the second consecutive year that White was
recognized at the Academic Convocation. Last year, he
received the Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award, the
University's highest honor for a faculty member.
"In all aspects of his teaching and learning, he
generates enthusiasm and possesses a rare and evident
concern for each student," one of his nominators said.
In addition to his regular teaching activities and
scholarly research, White has been a dissertation adviser
to four doctoral students, has taught several honors
seminars, and 'taught a Good Books course in the
Department of English.
In 1985-86, he served as one of the University's first
Faculty Teaching Fellows, devoting a significant amount
of time and effort to the revitalization of teaching at
Western in return for a $500 credit toward classroom
materials, resources, equipment, and teaching-related
travel.
"Winning the teaching excellence award is just
terrific. I'm sure a lot of people are deserving of this,
but I'm pleased
and proud to
have been selected," White
said. "All of us
who invest a
lot of time in
our teaching
hope we'll
be recognized
and it's very
pleasing when
that happens."

Letter to the editor
Editor's note: Charles Hicks taught for thirty
years at Ohio State University, retiring in 1979.
He chaired the management sciences faculty for
three years and is the coauthor of several
textbooks. He has a master's degree from
Columbia University and a doctorate from the
University of Michigan.

~· On J~n~ 17, 1988~ I jo,fned',wltt} -ottier m~~bers of
11

~

the Cla5s of 1938 to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of our graduation from what was then
Western State Teachers College.
Several times this summer I have reminisced
and thought about the reunion, particularly the
array of invited guests.
I never had Russ Seibert as a teacher, but I
knew of his greatness. My proud recollection is
that I chauffered him and his bride to the J Hop of
1937, since they were our chaperones their first
year at Western. Who would know at that time
how much he was to contribute to WMU and the
world.
I elected to take two required history courses
from Robert Russel, even though-I already had a
course from the great Smith Burnham. To my
knowledge, no question was ever asked of him that
he could not answer precisely. I hope he and his
wife live forever.
Towner Smith, Margaret Feather, John Gill, and
on and on . . . .
I realize that my love for teaching and any
competence I may have attained is directly
attributable to the great teachers-absolutely
great teachers-we had at Western. I never
planned to be a teacher; my general degree in
1938 and return for a teacher's certificate in 1939
attests to that. But something in those first four
years at Western must have motivated the ultimate
decision, and I am grateful for it.
Yes, we had great teachers. I heard the
comment many times June 17. It was a great
fiftieth.

Charles Hicks

Zahir Jl. Quraeshi

James W. 'Burns

Quraeshi joined Western's faculty in 1978. He teaches
undergraduate and graduate courses on such topics as
marketing research, international marketing, and
marketing management.
The coeditor
of three books
and several
journal articles
on international
business, Quraeshi has served
as an adviser to
domestic and
multinational
companies, assisting in the
preparation of
business
strategies.
"He teaches with interest and enthusiasm, drawing
from several disciplines of study to give his students a
'big picture' perspective on marketing and their role in
that picture," one former student said in supporting his
nomination for the award.
An active participant in national and regional
conferences, Quraeshi is a member of several
professional associations. He currently is serving on the
board of directors of the West Michigan chapter of the
American Marketing Association, and also chairs its
global marketing division.
"I was very pleased-absolutely delighted to have
gotten the award," Quraeshi said. "But I think the award
should go more to the students than to me. We have
excellent students that make it worthwhile to be a
teacher here . It's gratifying to know that they think well
of you.
"I never thought about winning the award at all," he
added: '1 do keep in touch with my alumni after they go
off and do their wonderful things and go on to positions
of responsibility. It's a nice feeling to know when you
talk to them that their education here has been a big
part of that. I like to think all of us on the faculty have
made an impact. I was just fortunate that the alumni
thought of me."

Burns has been a faculty member since 1968. He teaches
undergraduate and graduate courses in reading and
language development.
"His knowledge of new methods in reading
instruction, children's literature, writing, and the
education profession, combined with a superior ability
to communicate, make the courses he teaches a
wonderful combination of theory and practical
application," one person said in nominating him for the
award.
Bums has been the coordinator of the reading faculty
for several years and also is currently coordinator of the
Integrated Language Arts Minor Program.
"I've always gotten good feedback from students and
they've always generated in me a stretch towards
excellence in teaching," Burns said about the positive
course evaluations, letters, and thank you notes he has
received. "I never thought I'd get that kind of feedback
in a larger sense. This is the kind of public recognition
of what you've done that's beyond belief.
"As teachers we're often unaware of our impact," he
continued, "but like Henry Adams said, 'A teacher affects
eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.' It's
nice of the Alumni Association to stop eternity for a few
moments and recognize good teaching."
A consultant to several
schools, Burns
was one of the
first recipients
of the Association for Continuing Professional Education's distinguished
service award.
He is currently
a member of
two state educational committees, as well as chair of the Michigan Reading
Association's Reading and Writing Connection Ad Hoc
Committee and a member of the association's Professional Studies and Standards Committee.

Alumni Association elects officers; welcomes six new directors
New officers an-d
directors of the
WMU Alumni Association Board of
Directors gathered
on campus September 30 for the
group's annual
meeting.
Elected as
1988-89 officers
were, Patricia
Dietz
Kreis
Muth, president;
Richard Chormann, vice president; Kevin Scott, treasurer;
and Richard Carlson, past president.
Muth of Okemos graduated from Western in 1943 and
had been the association's vice president. She is a
founding member of the Friends of Kresege Art Museum
at Michigan State University and a past president of the

Leatherwood

Mccrumb

Sikorski

Inner Circle of the Wharton Center for Performing Arts, also at
Michigan State.
Chormann of Kalamazoo is a 1959 graduate and president and chief
executive officer of the First of America Bank Corporation. He was
previously a board member.
· A 1978 graduate, Scott of Detroit was re-elected to the treasurer's
post. He is financial affairs manager for Omni Care Health Plan.
Carlson of Winnetka, Illinois, graduated in 1971. He is a partner
with Touche Ross and Company in Chicago, Illinois.
New directors elected to the board were Michael Dietz of
Bloomfield, sports marketing supervisor for Little Caesars
International; Russell Kreis of Kalamazoo , an attorney with Kreis,
Enderle, Callander, and Hudgins; Larry Leatherwood of Lansing,
deputy director of administration for the Michigan Department of
Transportation; Dennis McCrumb of Grana Rapids, assistant
superintendent of the Sparta Public Schools; and Julie Schodowski
Sikorski of Mt. Clemens, a banking officer with National Bank of
Detroit.

The 1988-89 officers of the Alumni Association Board of Directors are,
from left, (seated) Richard Chormann and Patricia Muth, and (standing)
Kevin Scott and Richard Carlson.

....
the Westerner, November 1988

Ground is broken for-------.
new business building

Exchanging smiles October 21 during groundbreaking
ceremonies for a $17.1 million College of Business building
were, from left, state Sen. Harry Gast, R-St. Joseph; David
Rose, project architect with Luckenbach/liege/man and
Partners of Birmingham; Or. Oiether H. Haenicke, University president; Dr. Darrell G. Jones, College of Business
dean; Or. Alfred L. Edwards, chair of the WMU Board of
Trustees; and William U. Parfet, chair of the WMU Foundation. The building, which is expected to be completed in
1990, will be constructed near the Fetzer Business
Development Center.

Fall enrollment is
at an all-time high
Western's fall enrollment is an all-time record high of
24,852 students, more than 5 percent greater than the
previous high of 23,611 set in 1970.
The new mark is based on 21,592 students enrolled on
campus and 3,260 students enrolled in off-campus
continuing education courses. This fall's off-campus
enrollment is also an all-time high, and it reflects a 17
percent increase compared to last year.
"We're doing a much better job with student
recruitment, retention, and image building, and the
enrollment record signals that we're doing it right," said
Dr. Susan B. Hannah, assistant vice president for
academic affairs. "Freshman, transfer student, and
minority enrollments are all up.
"There are so many people that deserve the credit for
this record enrollment, but I must single out a
University-wide commitment to improve our retention
efforts, an increased service orientation, better academic
advising, and more course availability," Hannah
continued.
"All of this contributes to an improved image for the
institution," she said.
The 1988 fall on-campus enrollment figure of 21,592
is up 1,032 or 5 percent over a year ago. The all-time
high for on-campus enrollment is 21,846 in 1971, but
the grand total that year was only 22,971. The previous
grand total record of 23,611 in 1970 included 21,713 oncampus students and 1,898 off-campus students.
Western has the state's second largest continuing
education program with six regional centers offering
more than 200 courses and serving sixty communities
each semester.
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Western inducts five into Athletic Hall of Fame
Four former athletes and one former coach were
inducted into Western's Athletic Hall of Fame for 1988.
The following inductees were honored during oncampus ceremonies October 14 and 15.

coached the same sports in addition to wrestling. He
also officiated high school athletics for thirty-seven years
and helped develop Michigan's current prep football
playoff system.

Tom Briscoe

Al Pugno

Jean Friedel

Phyllis Cupp

Briscoe lettered as a football lineman in 1935 and 1936,
won the state novice Golden Gloves boxing title in 1934,
and was runner-up in the open boxing division the
following year. Before retiring in 1976, he spent more
than forty years in the Detroit public school system as a
teacher, coach, and administrator.
A licensed boxing referee, Briscoe worked in the ring
with champions like Joe Frazier, Jake LaMotta, and
Muhammad Ali. He was the first to teach Olympic-style
boxing in Detroit and officiated in several· U.S. Olympic
elimination tournaments.
A past member of the Alumni Association Board of
Directors, Briscoe received Western's Alumni "W" Club
"man of the year" award in 1976.
Friedel joined Western's physical education staff in 1960
and is currently an associate professor of health,
physical education, and recreation.
She was the University's only coach for field hockey,
which ran for twenty-two-years; organized and coached
the first women's basketball, volleyball, gymnastics, and
track teams; and guided the golf and synchronized
swimming programs.

Art Gillespie

Gillespie earned a Western record of five grid letters as a
football back from 1944 through 1948 while being on
duty with the Navy for two of those years.
After leaving Western, Gillespie coached football,
basketball, and track .in Boyne City and South Haven
before moving to Alpena, where for forty years he

Pugno, who died in 1975, lettered as a center-forward on
basketball teams that compiled a record of 42-11 from
1931 through 1933 and won three Michigan Collegiate
Conference titles. He went on to teach and coach in
Grant and Fremont, where he won three league football
titles in six years. He then joined the Mutual of New
York Life Insurance Company in Fremont, earning
lifetime membership in the firm's Million Dollar
Roundtable and being named its "man of the year" in
1960.
Pugno served as the first president of Western's
reorganized Alumni Association, was the first recipient
of its Distinguished Alumni Award, and was the first
national chairperson of its annual fund drive.
Cupp was a member of the United States' silver medal
winning basketball team at the 1973 World University
Games in Moscow and was a finalist at the 1976 Olympic
Trials. She played four seasons at Western, finishing her
career as the first woman cager in school history to
have scored more than 1,000 points.
A member of the U.S. volleyba11 training squad in
1973, Cupp also participated in softball, field hockey,
and volleyball while at Western. She currently coaches
basketball and volleyball at Hillsdale College, where she
is an assistant professor of health and physical
recreation.
Cupp was the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference basketball "coach of the year" in 1987 and
the NAIA District 23 volleyball "coach of the year" in
1981 and 1982.

Haenicke' s leadership praised

(Continued trom page 1)

crease for merit, a 1.5 percent increase for "extraordinary
board, board and administration, and board and president
service," and a 5 percent across-the-board increase.
are not necessarily the national norm."
Pointing to what he called "unparalleled growth,"
University faculty members reaffirmed their support for
Trustee Barry L. Howard of West Bloomfield said, "What
Haenicke on October 14 when the Faculty Senate anDiether Haenicke has accomplished at this University has
nounced its plan to create the endowed Medallion Scholarbeen nothing short of remarkable. He has turned vision in- ship in his name. Dr. Stanley S. Robin, senate president,
to reality through his achievements on behalf of the
said a total of $100,000 is needed to endow the scholarUniversity community."
ship, which will be called the Faculty Contributed Diether
Howard, who also recognized the contributions of Carol Haenicke Medallion Scholarship.
Haenicke, wife of the president, concluded his remarks by
That announcement marked the second time in a year
telling Haenicke, "You have made this University a better
that the senate has publicly showed its support for
place, and we thank you."
Haenicke.
Trustee Richard Y. St. John of Kalamazoo, cited
In a surprise ceremony at last fall's Academic ConvocaHaenicke's "skillful management practices, leadership, vition, the group presented Haenicke with a "Resolution of
sion, and enthusiasm, which have created an atmosphere
Appreciation" on behalf of grateful faculty." The resoluof excitement at the University."
tion praised Haenicke for his "broad vision and dynamic
In accepting the Salary increase and the trustees'
leadership" and credited him with creating a "renaissance"
praise, Haenicke said he has been "blessed" with the help
for the University by "bringing to his responsibilities
of hundreds of people, including Western faculty and staff
wisdom, concern, and dedication to achievement."
and "a fine Board of Trustees." He noted that the "harFaculty members wishing to contribute to the new
monious relations" Western has between "faculty and
Medallion Scholarship may do so through the WMU Foundation.
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Parfet, Lee elected Foundation chair, vice chair; board expanded
William U. Parfet of The Upjohn Company and Carl E.
Lee of the Fetzer Broadcasting Service have been elected
chair and vice chair, respectively, of the Western
Michigan University Foundation.
Their election, each to a one-year term, took place
October 7 at the Foundation's annual meeting. At the
same time, thirteen persons were elected as new
members of the board of directors, representing a major
expansion of the board.
"All of us at Western Michigan University welcome the
leadership of Bill Parfet and Carl Lee as officers of the
WMU Foundation," University President Diether H.
Haenicke said. "We also welcome the participation of
some of this region's and the nation's most productive
and outstanding citizens as new members of the
Foundation's Board of Directors."
Haenicke said the Foundation would play a key role in
a new planned capital campaign for the University. The
campaign is intended to augment public funding for
such projects as the new building for the College of
Business, the expansion of and addition to Waldo
Library, and the construction of a center to house the
Honors College.
"I am pleased that I can continue to serve the WMU
Foundation at this important time in its history," Parfet
said. "I'm looking forward to my continued association
with this group of highly dedicated individuals to help

Western Michigan University achieve its goals."
Parfet is corporate vice president for consumer
products, healthcare services, and pharmaceutical
strategic planning at Upjohn in Kalamazoo. A member
of the Foundation board since 1985, he has just
completed two terms as its vice chair. He replaces
Willard A. Brown, Jr., who served two terms as chair
and will remain on the board.
Lee, president and general manager of Fetzer
Broadcasting Service of Kalamazoo, has been a member
of the board since 1985.
The expansion of the board, from a maximum of
thirty to a maximum of forty-six members, was approved
at the annual meeting along with several changes in the
Foundation bylaws. One change created the office of
secretary to the Foundation, to which Helen J.
Flaspohler, executive director of development at
Western, was elected.
Also during the meeting, University administrators
Lee H. Wenke, associate vice president for development,
and Robert M. Beam, vice president for business and
finance, were re-elected president and treasurer,
respectively, of the Foundation.
Leaving the board with the title of director emerita is
Mary B. Thorne of Kalamazoo. A director since 1982,
she has served as chair of the board's membership
committee.

~-Membership

is expanded; 13 directors are new-----__,

Corporate alumni group funds,
awards Medallion Scholarship
Western alumni at Michigan
Bell have been pulling together during an in-house
fund drive that through
pledges has raised $22,000 for
a Michigan Bell WMU Alumni
Medallion Scholarship.
Enough funds have been
received already to award the
four-year scholarship. The recipient is Robert Marrone, a
1988 graduate of Winston
Churchill High School in
Livonia. He was awarded the
scholarship based on academic achievement.

In August, Marrone and his
family were honored at a reception given by Michigan
Bell's alumni team.
Other university alumni
teams at Michigan Bell have
also been conducting inhouse fund drives this year.
They include Central Michigan University, Lawrence Institute of Technology, and
Oakland University. All of
these teams' campaign totals
include funds provided by
Michigan Bell as matching
gifts.
Dick Barron,
Michigan Bell's
principal corporate
representative
for Western,
presents Robert
Marrone with a
certificate
recognizing him
as winning the
Michigan Bell
WMU Alumni
Medallion
Scholarship.

The WMU Foundation's newly elected officers pose with President Diether H. Haenicke, second from left (standing). The officers are, from left, (sitting) Carl E. Lee and William U. Parfet,
and (standing) Helen J. Flaspohler, Lee H. Wenke, and Robert
Beam.

Joining the WM U Foundation
board as new directors for
terms of one to three years,
are:
George Arwady, publisher of the
Kalamazoo Gazette
William R. Cole, president and chief
executive officer of First of Amer-

Arwady

Cole

Duncan

G. Haworth

R. Haworth

Kalle ward

ica Bank-Michigan, Kalamazoo
James H. Duncan, Jr., president
and owner of Duncan's American
Elliott
Radio, Indianapolis, Indiana
Charles W. Elliott, executive vice president-administration
of the Kellogg Company, Battle Creek
Gerrard W. Haworth, chair of Haworth, Holland
Richard G. Haworth, president and chief executive officer
of Haworth, Holland
Howard Kalleward of Kalamazoo, retired executive director
of the Kalamazoo Foundation
Kenneth W. Kaminski, president of KitchenAid, St. Joseph
William E. LaMothe, chair and chief executive officer of the
Kellogg Company, Battle Creek
Judith L. Maze, a civic leader from Kalamazoo
Edwin E. Meader, a civic leader from Parchment
Roy S. Roberts, vice president and general manager of
truck operations at Navistar International, Chicago,
Illinois
Stephen E. Upton, president of the Whirlpool Foundation,
Benton Harbor

Nine persons re-elected
Kaminski

LaMothe

Maze

In addition to William U. Parfet and Carl E.
Lee, seven other persons were re-elected
to new terms of one to three years:
C. Bassett Brown, an oral surgeon from Benton

Harbor
Derek Dawson, general manager of the transmission division at Eaton Corporation's North
American headquarters, Galesburg
Jay A, Fishman of Jay A. Fishman Limited.
Detroit
Richard A. Lenon, chair of International Minerals
and Chemical Corporation, Northbrook, Illinois
William J. Maze, Jr., president of Bronson Woods
Development Corporation, Kalamazoo
W. Bruce Thomas, vice chair of administration
and chief financial officer of USX, Pittsburgh,

Meader

Western's lnternatlonal students and programs were the focus
of the President's Club's thirteenth Annual Assembly of Membership held September 9. On hand for the assembly were, from left,
Barbara Garland, a counselor with the Office of International Student Services; Dorotha Kercher and Clarice Jones, President's
Club members; and Arunee Nahathorn, a student from Thailand.

Roberts

Upton

Pennsylvania
Wm. John Upjohn, president of the Upjohn Management Company, Kalamazoo
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Cunningham Memorial
Scholarship is awarded
Diane Eicholtz, a freshman from Vicksburg, has been
named the first recipient of the Julie Kay Cunningham
Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship honors the memory of Cunningham,
a freshman from Vicksburg who was murdered
November 14, 1987. The endowment, to which
contributions may be made at any time, is currently
valued at $25,000.
"The scholarship is intended to cover the student's
tuition for a full academic year," Helen J. Flaspohler,
executive director of development, said. "This year,
tuition is about $1,800 for two semesters."
Eicholtz, who is a prebusiness administration
student at Western, finished in the top 10 percent of her Vicksburg
High School graduating
class. She was an academic letter winner, the recipient of an academic pin, a
member of the National
Honor Society, and a
four-year letter winner in
softball and basketball.
She was also named the
Diane Eichoftz
most outstanding female
athlete in her class.
The one-year scholarship, which is not renewable and
therefore goes to a different person each year, must be
awarded to a graduating senior from Vicksburg High
School who will attend Western. It is given without
regard to financial need.
The scholarship's declaration of intent also states that
the recipient should be a lot like Cunningham. "The
recipient should have a desire to excel, be active in
sports, and put extra effort and determination into
tasks," the document says. "The recipient should
exemplify good citizenship, have the ability to get along
with others and be a part of a team, and have leadership
ability."
"We're very pleased with this selection," said Dennis
Cunningham, Julie's father, who is a management
systems consultant in office management services at The
Upjohn Company. "Diane is a super person to receive
the award. She reflects all the values we want the
recipient to have. Diane really stood out."
The scholarship endowment is made up of
contributions from the Cunningham family, gifts from
th~ Vicksburg community through the Vicksburg
Community Schools Foundation, The Upjohn Company,
and Western. In addition, contributions came from
students in Ackley-Shilling, Draper-Siedschlag, EldridgeFox, French, and Zimmerman residence halls; the WMU
Residence Hall Association; co-workers of Dennis
Cunningham; the Memorial Fund of the WMU chapter
of the American Association of University Professors; the
Delta Theta chapter of the Alpha Phi Delta Sorority; and
individual Western faculty and staff members.

Reorganization
focuses on ·
recruitment
and retention

Increasing the proportion of minorities within the student population
is the goal of an administrative reorganization implemented this
summer.
Dr. George M. Dennison, provost and vice president for academic
affairs, said four units are involved in the reorganization, which is
designed to assist the University in meeting its diversity objectives.
The units affected are The Graduate College, the Office of Admissions
the Office of Special Programs, and the University Curriculum.
'
Key changes focus on increasing the emphasis on minority
recruitment and retention in the Graduate College by designating an
administrator specifically for that purpose, and on expanding
undergraduate minority recruitment and retention efforts through the
creation of a new Division of Minority Affairs that will report to the
provost's office.
Griselda Daniel has been named assistant to the
dean and director of minority recruitment in the
Graduate College. She had been assistant to the
provost and vice president for academic affairs, as
well as director of special programs.
Danny E. Sledge, formerly associate director of admissions, has been named director of the Division of
Minority Affairs.
The Division of Minority Affairs encompasses several existing programs, many of which had been operated through the Office of Special Programs,
.me 1u ding Upward Bound, Minority Student Services, D~~
and the Martin Luther King Jr. Program, Martin
Luther King Jr./Cesar Chavez/Rosa Parks College Day
Program, Minority Hands-On Science Program, Select Student Support Services Program,
Junior/Senior High School Visitation Program, and
Mentor/Mentee Program.
Among other changes brought by the reorganization, the Office of Admissions has created a new position for a counselor to work specifically on Hispanic
student recruitment. The office already has a counselor specifically for recruiting black students.
Sledge
Another component of the reorganization involves moving the Alpha
Program from Minority Student Services to the University Curriculum.
The Alpha Program is designed to provide a "second chance" to
applicants for admission who did not do well in high school. The
applicants, who meet standards set below those required for regular
admission, can enter the University under contracts for conditional
admission.
On another front, the University has created a special position
designed to increase the number of women and minorities who enter
engineering programs.
By creating the position of director of freshman programs in
engineering, Western will be able to initiate pre-college programs to
attract and retain women and minorities in engineering fields.

Brosnan is remembered through scholarship
Steve Brosnan, B.S. '82, M.A.
'84, a victim of the Northwest
Flight 255 crash August 16,
1987, in Detroit, has been
memorialized through an endowed scholarship at
Western.
The Stephen Paul Brosnan
Memorial Scholarship was
created through a gift by
Brosnan's mother, Mrs. MarDr. Alyce M.
Dickinson, left,
assistant professor of
psychology, ac·
cepts a check
from Mrs.
Margaret A
Brosnan and
her son, Gerrard, which
established a
scholarship in
honor of her
fate son,
Stephen.

garet A. Brosnan of Grosse
Pointe Park. It will be
awarded to a graduate student in the University's industrial/ organizational
psychology program.
Kirk Gillette is the first recipient of the scholarship. A
Pullman resident, he started
graduate school this fall and
had a 4.0 in his undergradu-

ate psychology courses.
Beyond enrollment in the
industrial/ organizational psychology program, there are
relatively few restrictions for
the Brosnan scholarship. The
recipient must be a U.S. citizen and must maintain a 3.0
grade point average.
Brosnan, twenty-seven, was
one of two Western alumni
who died in the airplane
crash. He was returning to
Chandler, Arizona, where he
worked as an industrial psychologist for Intel Corporation. He had spent the
previous two weeks in Europe
vacationing with his mother
and brother before returning
to Michigan to attend a
friend's wedding.
Also killed was twentythree-year-old Randy Hoffman, B.S. '82, who was returning to Prescott, Arizona,
following a visit with his family in Saline.

The Class of 1963 returned to campus to
celebrate its silver anniversary reunion Following a ta1fgatelcook-out in the Kanfey Field
Fitness Area participants joined fellow alumni
at the Homecoming football game One of the
highlights of the day came when former Presi·

dent and Mrs. James W. Miffer joined
classmates and their spouses for a reunion
photo. Evening activities included a dinner and
program in the Red Rooms of the newly
redecorated Bernhard Center.
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C oming from a multi-cultural background has heightened the importance of higher education for 1985
Medallion recipient Morenike Soremekun. It also made it
easier for her to make
the transition from high
school to college.
Born of a Nigerian father and an American
mother, Soremekun lived
in Ife, Nigeria, until she
moved to Parchment,
Michigan, with her family during her junior year
of high school. Her parents, who had met and
married while at Western,
felt that American colleges were better equipped
to facilitate learning, she
says.
According to Soremekun, making the
transition between living
in two different cultures
was difficult, but it actually eased the transition to college
During her junior year, she
life.
participated in the Honors College's
"Having a perspective of coming
United Nations Seminar, where
from a developing country, I could
appreciate the international students thirty-seven students from different
more," she says. "It helped me relate universities nationwide gathered in
New York for a semester to study
to more of a variety of people with a
global perspective topics and
variety of backgrounds."
participate in different cultural
Due to the strict learning
experiences.
environment of Nigerian schools,
"Getting the international focus
Soremekun says she's still a serious
student and spends much of her time was important because I'd grown up
in an international environment,"
studying. "Life there is based on
Soremekun says. "It helped me
education," she explains. "If you
realize I really wanted to go into
don't pass the exams, it's
international law."
devastating."
Despite growing up with that
attitude, Soremekun didn't want to
oremekun enjoys learning about
get her hopes up when the Medallion
law and governments. A political
Scholarship competition came
science major minoring in
around. Her parents, who she says
philosophy and communication, she
have been helpful in guiding her
finds she 's able to do this through
career decisions, were the ones who
participating in her hall government
encouraged her to stay in the
and the Pre-law Society.
competition and keep trying.
She has also found her
involvement in His House, a studentrun Christian fellowship group at
T hrough that sustained effort,
Western, to be a guiding force in her
Soremekun won a scholarship
donated by Western's Faculty Emeriti life. "It is important for me to realize
God is guiding me," she says. "It's
Council, which, according to
really helped me in school to be
member D. B. "Die" Leonardelli,
involved in that."
wanted to become involved in one of
Soremekun says all of her
the University's outstanding projects.
experiences at Western have
"We feel it's one of the best
combined to give her a high-quality
programs we have in bringing
education, and she says these
outstanding students to campus,"
experiences have contributed greatly
Leonardelli says. "This is what raises
to her future goal of becoming an
the academic standards at Western,
international lawyer.
which ultimately challenges other
"Looking back, I can see
students. It's like yeast raises dough;
everything coming together-all my
only in this case you put in a group
classes, all my activities," she says,
of scholars to raise the standards of
explaining that Western does a good
the whole community."
job of facilitating learning. "In a
The council supported the
good school, I think that will
program to such a degree that it
happen.
raised enough money to establish
"Education is just what you make
two scholarships: Soremekun's and
of
it. You can go for the name if you
one that Leonardelli calls a
like, but the school might not suit
"perpetual scholarship."
you. Western is the kind of school
By investing the money that was
that has opportunities for everyone."
collected from council members and
their spouses, the group has insured
that there will be a new scholarship
offered to a worthy student every
four years. The only stipulation is
that the recipient be "a scholar."
Soremekun, now a senior, is
certainly a scholar.

S
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Donor's willingness to help sets
the stage for a firm friendship

Upjohn scholarship helps fuel
alumna's drive for excellence

W hen Brian Kurzmann was
awarded a 1987 Medallion
Scholarship, he found that in
addition to receiving money for
school, he had a chance to make a
new friend.
That soon-to-be friend was his
scholarship donor, Elizabeth
McQuigg, a former assistant
professor of education at Western
and a 1921 graduate of the University.
They became acquainted after
Kurzmann wrote her a letter
expressing his gratitude and then
went to visit her at her Kalamazoo
home.
Kurzmann, a Portage resident who
graduated from Hackett Catholic
Central High School in 1986, says he
and McQuigg now get together to
talk about Western and education
and anything else that comes up.
"But I don't go there to see her
just because she's my donor-she's a
wonderful person," he's quick to add.
"Miss McQuigg and I feel we've
known each other for a long time. "
According to McQuigg, Brian and
his family have made her welcome at
their home many times, and she
enjoys the relationship they have
established. "I had a warm feeling for
Western and I wanted to help a
student." she says. "He (Brian) is a
very worthy young man, and I've
enjoyed it."
McQuigg first found out about the
Medallion Scholarship program and
the need for donors when she
attended a WMU President's Club
meeting. "Some of the Medallion
Scholars were there, and I saw what
fine young people they were," she
recalled. "I wished I could
help someone."

F our years ago Chris Grueber knew
that high school would prepare her
for college, but she had no idea just
how vital those experiences would be
until she found herself competing for
Western's prestigious Medallion
Scholarship.
While any competition for
scholarships is difficult, the going is
downright tough when all of the
applicants have at least a 3.5 grade
point average.
Grueber, however, capitalized on a
string of high school achievements,
as well as what she describes as a
drive for excellence that just won't
quit, to win a Medallion Scholarship
donated by The Upjohn Company
of Kalamazoo.
An April 1988 graduate, Grueber has also
used her drive and talents to gain a job in Upjohn's Management
Information Systems Department, where she
works as an associate
systems analyst and
programmer.
Grueber, who has a
business degree in computer information systems, says she didn't
anticipate eventually
working for her donor
corporation-that wasn't
a stipulation of the
scholarship at all. She
was invited to tour the
pharmaceutical company
as part of the award, but
decided on her own to
keep up the contacts she made while
there.
"Upjohn really impressed me when
I went to interview," she says of her
decision to join the company. "They
were thorough, professional, and the
atmosphere is beautiful. Every
employee is important to them.
People are one of the main concerns
to them as a company, and you can
really see that."

K urzmann turned out
to be that "someone,"
and he says he's grateful
for McQuigg's scholarship because he has always felt that "studies
come before money" and
he wouldn't have wanted
to have to work while in
college.
When it comes to that
college education,
Kurzmann says Western
has been a pleasant surprise. He expected the
large lecture classes and
impersonal environment
that he had heard about
at other schools, but says
instead he found professors who were approachable and students
who were willing to help,
too.
"Here it is not a 'cut-throat'
competition for grades," he says,
explaining that Western classes are
stimulating but not discouraging.
"There is more student cooperation
here, more students willing to help
each other. You can call a student
from your class that you barely know
and (he or she) will help you out."
According to Kurzmann, Western
has aided his academic growth
because, "I can choose what I likefit my classes to my personal
interests." And as a member of the
Honors College, he has found he can
choose professors that he calls "the
cream of the crop" and classes that
challenge him academically.

Kurzmann, a junior studying
German and "anything scientific,"
plans to either enter medical school
and become a physician or obtain a
science-related doctorate and do
research.
D espite his strong academic
orientation, however, Kurzmann
credits a non-academic activity for
giving him the necessary skills to
compete well in the Medallion
contest and in the college classroom.
He explains that earning an Eagle
Scout award, the highest scout
honor, shows "years of culminating
work" toward a single goal. Through
this activity, he says he was able to
develop his group interaction and
leadership skills by working closely
with other scouts on community
service projects. "You learn to
appreciate people," he says. "It's a
maturing kind of thing."
Another asset for Kurzmann is the
support he receives from his family.
He says they have backed him in
activities ranging from classes and
scouting to competing on the high
school swim team and skiing in Utah
with Western's ski club.
"If I pursue something, I receive as
much support as they can give, but
they don't push me," he says of his
parents' interest in his goals. "I
couldn't have done any of it without
them."
Western has alsu gone a long way
toward furthering his educational
goals, Kurzmann says, adding that
the school impressed him right from
the start when he participated in
the Medallion selection process.
"In a scholarship competition,
you never get a

feel for the whole person, especially
in early parts like testing and group
discussions," he says. "I do have to
congratulate Western though for
doing a good job compared to other
schools who just treat you like a
social security number.
"Western does a good job of
making everyone feel special. Each
and every person who is invited to
the competition means something to
Western."

V ickie Heerlyn, manager of
corporate contributions at Upjohn,
says the company's Medallion
Scholarship was established through
its corporate contributions program,
which regularly considers requests
for grant programs from the
Kalamazoo community.
"Upjohn offered this scholarship to
enhance Western's programs-to
bring outstanding achievers to the
campus," Heerlyn says.
Grueber, according to Heerlyn, is
one such achiever. "When you have
your name linked with any Upjohn
Scholar, it's nice to have it linked
with an individual like Chris," she
says. "She is an outstanding example
of what the Medallion Scholarship
Program is like."
A graduate of Frankenmuth High
School, Grueber says her experiences
there helped qualify her for the
scholarship competition. By the time
she had graduated, she had racked
up an impressive list of achievements
to complement her perfect 4.0 grade
point average, including serving as
president of the national honor
society, editing her school's
yearbook, and competing as a state
finalist in debate and forensics.

"Forensics, especially, was a big
help," Grueber says. "It improved my
speaking skills and my selfconfidence, which made it easier for
me to present myself to other
people."
O nce at Western, though, she was
able to take advantage of new kinds
of learning situations.
For instance, Grueber says she
found she could challenge her ethical
beliefs academically in her
philosophy class and could learn
about other cultures by working with
international students in her
computer classes.

Also, by serving as an area manager
for the Miller Auditorium Usher
Corps, she says she gained
supervisory experience, in addition to
learning about the arts.
One of seven children, Grueber
says winning a Medallion Scholarship
allowed her to become involved in
those and other aspects of campus
life, while at the same time
accomplishing her academic goals.
"It was like a dream come true for
me," she says of not having to work
her way through college. "I couldn't
have done it without the
scholarship."
Grueber says the scholarship
helped her continue her drive for
excellence at Western and the
University provided everything
necessary to feed this drive.
"I really feel that Western is an
excellent school and it has a lot to
offer," she says. "Western, more than
preparing me for my job, prepared
me for my life. It really broadened
my horizons, opened my mind, gave
me excitement to learn-to want to
keep on learning-which I think is
really important."

Karen M. Lulich, '89,
Student Profiles
Todd Walter,
Grueber Photo
Neil Rankin,
Kurzmann &
Soremekun Photos
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1910-59
Dr. Herbert J. VanDort, BA '43,
retired in July, having served for
nineteen years as chair of the Department of Language and Philosophy, Pensacola Junior College,
FL.
Helen LixVar Davidson, BS '45,
retired in September as clinical
pathology instructor, veterinary
medicine,
Michigan
State
University.
Art Gillespie, BA '49, MA '56,
was recently inducted into the Alpena Hall of Fame. He coached in
high school for thirty-seven years
and is the architect of Michigan's
high school football playoff
format.
Dan Chapman, BS 'SO, was
elected president of the Elkhart
Rotary club for 1988-89.
Dean R. Tyndall, BS '52, MA
'56, was given the Award of Merit
by the American Occupational
Therapy Association. The award is
one of the highest honors the association gives to members of the
occupational therapy profession.
He is a professor of occupational
therapy at Western.
Lloyd E. Bastian, BA '56, has
been named executive vice president and general manager of Saxmayer Corp., Blissfield.

.More graduates become life members of the Alumni Association
James Boike, B.B.A. '63, Grand Rapids
Lenora Waterman Bork, B.A. '62, Los Angeles, California
Patricia A. Chisholm, B.A. '48, Bronson
Wiiiiam F. Correll, B.B.A. '73, M.B.A. '79, Edwardsburg
Thomas C. Cottrell, B.S.E. '86, Farmington Hiiis
Craig R. Courts, B.B.A. '83, Grand Rapids
James B. Davis, M.A. '80, Ph.D. '87, Shreveport, Louisiana
Philip M. Day, B.B.A. '83, Ann Arbor
Susan Monks Day, B.B.A. '85, Ann Arbor
Joseph F. Elbler, B.S. '84, Farmington Hills
Dallas E. English, B.S. '73, Brighton
Rebecca Lew Allen English, B.A. '73, M.S.L. '74, Brighton
Vivian L. Enyart, B.A. '67, Delton
Scott H. Factor, B.B.A. '79, Kalamazoo
Guy J. Finello, B.S. '82, San Ramon, California
Julian B. Freund, B.A. '64, Park Forest, Illinois
Ralph A. Gesler, B.S. '37, Dade City, Florida

person to receive the award and is
assistant vice president for equal
opportunity programs at Emory
University, GA.

Margaret Husa, BA '56, MA '84,
has been named elementary
school principal by the Marcellus
Board of Education.
Dr. Ray Keech BS '58, has been
named superintendent of the
Hartford County, MD, school system. He previously served as superintendent of the Bay City
schools.
Dr. Charles Mitchell, BS '59,
has been named associate professor of Leadership and Counseling at Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti.

1960-64
Charles E. Emmitt, BS '60, was
named as one of the top sales people for the American Mutual Insurance Co., Wakefield, MA.
Dr. Robert W. Ethridge, BA '62,
MA '70, recently received the Annual Civil and Human Rights
award from the International Association of Official Human Rights
Agencies. He is only the second

SaJly de Muinck Strickland, BS
'64, was production manager for
the Littleton, CO, production of
"Charley's Aunt" by the Main
Street Players.

1965-69

Robert Ethridge

Lloyd Bastian

L. Catherine Padbury Keeley, B.A. '44, Grand Blanc
stephen V. Lankfer, B.B.A. '87, Comstock Park
Sylvia J. Lovat, B.S. '58, Southgate
Chris Middleton, B.B.A. '86, Kentwood
Cynthia Martin Middleton, B.S. '86, Kentwood
Therese Nagle, B.B.A. '87, Lake Orlon
Robert Nemeth, B.A. '66, Washington, D.C.
Sarah J. Nowlin, B.A. '69, San Francisco, California
F. Anthony O'Brien, B.B.A. '87, and Roberta L. O'Brien, Kalamazoo
Patricia S. Payne, B.S. '84, Adrian
Aaron L Raack, B.B.A. '67, Northbrook, Illinois
Craig J. Se-11. B.S. '82, Allagan
James T. Slaughter, B.S. '80, Detroit
Wendy Stock, B.B.A. '72, Grand Rapids
John S. Taylor, B.S. '65, Tacoma, Washington
Donald Ziemke, Jr., B.B.A. '85, Alto
Lisa Luallen Ziemke, B.B.A. '85, Alto

Yvonne Russell Teske, BS '62,
has been named to the Roster of
Fellows of the American Occupational Therapy Association. She is
an associate professor of occupational therapy at Eastern Michigan
University.
J. Marvin Baldwin BBA '63, has
been named assistant city manager for financial services in
Saginaw.
Joan Huber, MA '63, has received a distinguished alumni
award from Pennsylvania State
University where she received her
bachelor's degree. She is dean of
the College of Social and Behavioral Science and coordinating
dean of Arts and Sciences Colleges
at Ohio State University. She received a similar award from Western in 1981.
Marion Slatin, MA '63, has written a book on pre-natal care for
the Department of Health Education and Welfare. She also initiated a new model pre-natal care
center at the University of
Nebraska School of Medicine.
Grace Bliss Smith, BA '64, has
been named to the Troy Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors.
She is currently the director of
Continuing Professional Education at Walsh College, Troy.

Two recently promoted atumni, U.S. Army Col. Charles
Beauchamp, left, B.S. '66, and U.S. Navy Capt. Dan
Speed, B.B.A. '67, reminisced about their days at Western
during a farewell reception for Speed in New Orleans.
Both graduates were commanders of their respective service's recruiting operations for the state of Louisiana.
Speed has been reassigned to the Naval Air Station at
Moffet Field, California.

Dennis W. Archer, BS '65, has
been reappointed to chair the
American Bar Association Commission on Opportunities for Minorities in the Profession. He is a
Michigan Supreme Court justice
and a 1982 recipient of Western 's
Distinguished Alumni Award.
Herbert E. Everss, BS '65, has
been named vice president of sales
and marketing for Teledyne Monarch Rubber, Hartville, OH.

Thomas Edmonds

Charles E. McNealy, BA '69, has
been named managing partner of
the Seidman & Seidman/BOO office, Charlotte, NC.
Bruce Woodley, BS '69, has
been named women's varsity basketball coach at Loy Norrix High
School, Kalamazoo.

1970-71
Lawrence R. Haddock, EBA '70,
has been appointed senior vice
president and management supervisor at Ross Roy, Inc. , a Bloomfield Hills advertising agency.

Herbert Everss

Richard L. Ferguson, MA '66,
has been named president of the
American College Testing Program, Iowa City, IA.
Dr. Earl Harper, BS '68, MS '71,
SpA '74, participated in the
U.S./Chain Joint Session on Industry, Trade, and Economic DeLawrence Haddock
velopment which was held in
June. The meeting brought toDavid C. Maturen, BBA '70,
gether key industrial and economic leaders from all parts of China MPA '78, recently opened Maturen
and the United States to discuss & Associates, a real estate apissues of mutual concern. He is a praisal/property tax consulting
professor of management at Grand service, Vicksburg.
Roy S. Roberts, EBA '70, has
Valley State University.
been named vice president for
E. Michael Kilbourn, BS 68,
MBA '72, MA '73, MA '74, has been truck operations at Navistar Interchosen the 1988 Instructor of the national Corp., Chicago. He will
Year by the Real Estate Alumni of be responsible for the engineering,
manufacturing, and marketing of
Michigan. He is president of Kilbmedium-heavy-duty trucks for
ourn, Price & Associates, Inc., Kalamazoo, and is the faculty chair Navistar, formerly International
Harvester.
for the Realtor Real Estate InJohn M. Farrow, BBA '71, has
stitute III where he has taught inbeen
named branch vice president
vestment courses part-time for
by the Manufacturers National
more than thirteen years.
Bank of Detroit.
V. Clayton Sherman, MBA '68,
EdD '75, was rated the top percent
presentor at the Congress of the
American College of Health Care
Executives for the fifth year in a
row. He is president of Management House, Inc., Inverness, IL.
Neal T. Turner, MBA '68, was
promoted to director, finance and
administration, consumer products division, The Upjohn Co,
Kalamazoo.
Richard VanDeWeghe, BS '68,
has been selected "teacher of the
John Farrow
year" by the University of Colorado
at Denver where he is an associate
professor of English and director
1972-73
of the writing programs.
Timothy
J. Ambrose, BS '72, MA
Dr. Robert J. Drury, BS '69, MA
'74,
has
been
appointed director of
'72, EdS '79, has been appointed
development for the Trinity Repersuperintendent of the Elktontory Co., Providence, RI.
Pigeon-Bay Port School District.
Dora Sanchez Dominquez, BA
Thomas N. Edmonds, EBA '69,
'72,
has been selected as the reciphas been appointed commander of
ient of the 1988 Michigan Outthe llOth Weapons Systems Sestanding Hispanic Educator of the
curity Flight, located at the Battle
Year award. She is assistant direcCreek Air National Guard base. He
tor for general education and head
is a major in the Army Reserve and
of the bilingual education prosheriff of Kalamazoo county.
gram for the Van Buren County
Intermediate School District.

H. Kim Gildea, BBA '72, has
been named area manager of
Plymouth Mortgage Co. for Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, St. Joseph,
Berry, and Eaton counties.
Laura Carrie Kendall, BEA '73,
has been named vice president of
central operations and chief financial officer for F & M Distributors,
Inc., Warren.
Michael J. McCullough, BBA
'73, recently received a master's
degree in business administration
from the University of Detroit. He
is a certified public accountant
and director of new business development for Veratex Corp., Troy.

Beckie DeYoung

David R. Mitchell, EBA '77, has
been promoted to vice president of
human resources at Cottage Hospital, Grosse Pointe.
Michael Reagan, MA '77, was
named vice president of Project
Rehab, Grand Rapids.
Anna May Berg Spaniola, MA
'77, received the 1988 Outstanding
Alumni Award from the Michigan
State University College of Nursing Alumni Association. She is a
registered and pediatric nurse educator at Bronson Methodist Hospital
School
of
Nursing,
Kalamazoo.
Mark Stevens, BBA '77, has
been promoted by GMAC Mortgage to a regional manager. He is
responsible for branch offices in
Michigan, North Carolina, and
South Carolina.

1978-79
David J. Cook, BEA '78, has received a master's degree in science

Correction

Two spelling errors appeared in names mentioned in the
"Western families" section of the August issue of the
Westerner. The correct spellings are Katheryn Stoltz and
Chris Carpp.

1974-75
Robert L. Crain, BBA '74, MBA
'76, was named director of corporate marketing, Steelcase, Inc. ,
Grand Rapids.
Paul Matyas, BS '74, has been
promoted to sergeant by the Portage Police Department.
Leslee Laycock-Hardebeck, BS
'75, was promoted to property underwriting supervisor for Aetna
Life and Casualty, Grand Rapids.
Daniel McLinden, MA '75, recently received a doctoral degree
in education from Northern Illinois University. He is currently
employed as a research evaluation
specialist at Arthur Andersen and
Co., St. Charles, IL.

1976-77
Jack R. Baker, BEA '76, has been
promoted to resident vice president of the southwestern region of
Amerisure Co. His new responsibilities will take him to Dallas,

administration from Central Michigan University. He was recently
promoted to senior distribution
analyst at Unisys Corp., Detroit.
Patricia K. Hartman, BS '78,
has been named director of People
Dedicated to Quality for the Westvaco Corp., Covington, VA.
Dr. David M. Lyth MS '78, MS
'79, has been appointed as a member of the Strategic Planning for
International Affairs Committee
by the Decision Sciences Institute.
The committee will evaluate areas
where internationalization can be
fostered, emphasizing the business management curriculum at
the university level. He is a certified quality engineer and an assistant professor at Western.
Fred Morris, BS '78, has been
named technical director-consumable products for SeaLand Technology Inc., Big Prairie, OH.

TX.

Fred Morris

Jack Baker

Beckie J. DeYoung, BSE '76,
has been named program director
for the Technology Transfer Network at Ferris State University's
Manufacturing Resource and Productivity Center.
Delores Marshall, BA '77, participated in the African Studies
Outreach
Program at Yale
University.

Capt. Richard 0. Sprout, BS'78,
recently received the Navy
Achievement Medal. He is currently stationed at the Marine
Corps Combat Development Center in Virginia.
John Vanderwall, BS '78, was
named vice president at VanDyken
Mechanical Inc., Grand Rapids.
Elizabeth Voshel, MSW '78, has
been appointed administrative assistant to the coordinator of the
Community Residential Care Program of the Veterans Administration Medical Center, Battle Creek.
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Mark Wirth, BEA '78, was promoted to partner at McGladrey
and Pullen, a national accounting
consulting firm in Pasedena, CA.

Mark Wirth

Hugh J. Brown, MA '79, has retired from The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo, after thirty-five years of
service.
David Dombrowski, BEA '79, is
general manager of the Montreal
Expo baseball club.
Bruce Dunn, BEA '79, has been
named one of eight principal
shareholders in the Lansing-based
certified public accounting firm of
Maner Costerisan & Ellis, where
he is an audit manager.
Phillip J. Harrington, BS '79, ,
has been named director of Mutual
Fund Research by the Prudential
Insurance Co. of America. He lives
in Chatham, NJ.
Duyl Ann Leonard, MA '79, has
been named athletic director at
California State University, San
Bernardino, CA.
Nancy Lindahl, BS '79, MA '83,
was chosen as one of three Michigan teachers to receive the Christa
McAuliffe Fellowship. She is a spe-

cial education teacher for the Kalamazoo Public Schools.
James Murphy, BA '79, MA '87,
has been named director of placement at Davenport College,
Kalamazoo.
Rhonda O'Connor, BA '79, is a
travel consultant with Travel Diplomat, Kalamazoo.
Gary Savicke, BS '79, has been
named head women's and men's
cross country coach at Loy Norrix
High School, Kalamazoo.
John A. Short, BEA '79, was
promoted to tax manager, Arthur
Anderson & Co., Grand Rapids.
Marc Throop, BEA '79, has been
named men's varsity basketball
coach at Gull Lal(e High School.

9

Kingscott
Associates
Inc.,
Kalamazoo.
Richard Wagner, BS '81, has
been selected as an Illinois Expert
Council Achiever of the Year finalist. He is an export sales manager
for the Superior Graphite Co.,
Chicago, IL. The award is in recognition of exemplary achievement
in exporting.

1980-81
Michael Lampen, MSA '80, has
been named controller of Michigan Disposal Service, Kalamazoo.
Kimberly Derezinski Urbanski,
BS '80, received a master of arts
degree cum laude from Michigan
State University in June. She
teaches special education/reading
in the Lansing Public Schools and
resides in Charlotte.
Jane E. Brennan, BS '81, has
been named account executive for
Ross Roy, Inc., an advertising
agency in Bloomfield Hills.
Shelley Grueber Duke, BS '81,
has been named office manager of
Kelly Services Inc., Fremont, CA.
Gregg E. Johnson, BEA '81, is
assistant vice president, trust department for Comerica BankKalamazoo.
Nancy Struck-Watt, MA '81, has
been named marketing manager,

Richard Wagner

1982-83
Ann Andrew, BS '82, has been appointed associate public relations
counsel/coordinator at Harley
Wagner Marketing Communications, Grand Rapids.
Joe D. Bennett, BBA '82, was
named assistant vice president of
corporate banking, Comerica
Bank-Grand Rapids.
John Garland, BEA '82, was
named trust officer at First of
America-Michigan.
Joseph F. Graney, EBA '82, has
been named corporate controller
for Hot 'n Now Hamburgers,
Kalamazoo.
Roey D. Lanning, BBA '82, was
named branch officer by National
Bank of Detroit, Grand Rapids.

Western Michigan University

Three graduates, one student
recognized as tops in Michigan
Four women from Western
are among those nominated
as the state's top women
college graduates, and
one was chosen for inclusion
in the top five in her field,
according to the July-August
issue of Michigan Woman
magazine.
Mia S. Bennett of Coloma
was selected as one of the
top five women graduates
statewide in the field of
business and management.
An accountancy major,
she was nominated by her
department as its most outstanding woman graduate.
Mia Bennett
She earned her bachelor's
degree last April and has accepted a position with the Detroit office of Arthur
Anderson & Company, the nation's largest
accounting firm.
Also nominated by their departments
were Cheryl A. Jay of Kalamazoo in the
area of health professionals, Elizabeth
Muehlberger of Three Rivers in the area
of science and engineering, and Amy

Neidhamer of Petoskey
in the area of humanities
and social sciences.
Jay earned her bachelor's
degree in social work,
summa cum laude, in June.
Muehlberger, who majored
in biomedical sciences and
health chemistry, graduated in August. Neidhamer,
who is scheduled to graduate at the end of this
semester, is majoring in
elementary education and
minoring in English, health
education, and family life.
Termed by the magazine
as "Women of Tomorrow,"
the honorees are seen by
the magazine's editors as being "representative of what growing professional women
today can be." Candidates were selected
·on the basis of grade point average and
leadership qualities, as well as community,
university, and family service.
The event was sponsored by the
Chrysler Corporation, Touche Ross
& Company, and Michigan Woman.

Homecoming 1988

Riding the wave of Western pride
BY

'

Q.

,.:.

A: The epidemic of Western ,,,..,::11
' llii.".lmlo..
pride running rampant on
campus this fall grew to a
fever pitch September
30 when students gathered for the annual "yell like hell" and spirit banner
competitions, the lighting of the bonfire, and a fireworks display.
B: Homecom.ing ·king and queen Mark D. Washington of Smiths Creek and
Shiron D. O'Neal of Detroit greeted Bronco fans during the half-time festivities
at the football game. Washington is a junior majoring in public relations and
O'Neal is a junior majoring in advertising and French.
C: Among those returning to campus for this year's Homecoming were former
editors and staff members of the Western Herald and Brown and Gold.

EY

D: Also returning to campus were Charles, '36, and Marion Schoff; Mary Grace
Adams; and H. Suzanne Klop, '35. They participated in Western's first trifraternity reunion, which included members from Omega Delta Phi, Phi Sigma
Rho, and Theta Chi Delta.
E: Football fans were geared up tor a show Saturday afternoon and
they weren't disappointed. The Broncos trounced Bowling Green
State University 37-10, despite a cold drizzle for much of the
afternoon.
F: Alumni enjoying the annual champagne brunch were greeted
at the podium by Alumni Association executive director
M. Jamie Jeremy.
G: At the annual Distinguished Alumni Award dinner, President
Diether H. Haenicke, center left, visited with 1988 recipients Larry
Lezotte, left, director of the National Center for Effective Schools
Research and Development in Okemos; Patrick Babcock, third
from left, director of the Michigan Department of Social Services;
and Bill Lajoie, right, vice president-general manager of the Detroit
Tiger baseball club.
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Dean R. MacLagan, BBA '82,
has been appointed sales manager
Co.,
of
Hatfield
Electric
Kalamazoo.
Linda Shantz Merrill, BBA '82,
has been named audit manager of
the Price Waterhouse office in Battle Creek.
Shirley L. Palmer, BBA '82, was
promoted to associate in the accounting services area of Plante
and Moran, Kalamazoo.

Shirley Palmer

Philip Bonifer BBA '83, has
been named community relations
coordinator for the Battle Creek
Adventist Hospital.
Tina R. Daniels, MA '83, was a
1987 recipient of the Outstanding
Young Women of America Award
which honors women between the
ages of twent)T-one and thirty-six
for their professional and civic
achievements ..
Mkhele S. Ducharme, BBA '83,
has been promoted to associate at
Plante & Moran's Kalamazoo
office.

Michele Ducharme

!
i
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Brian Mount, BBA '83, has been
promoted to account manager for
Keebler Co., Pontiac.
Amy B. Sikkenga, BA '83, MA
'88, has joined Kent Client Ser·
vices, Grand Rapids, as a
psychologist.
TlmotbyJ. Taylor,BBA '83, has
been promoted to associate at
Plante « Moran's Coldwater office.

1984-85
Brad Fletcher, BEA '84, has been
promoted to district sales manager
by Kent Feeds, Inc., Muscatine,
IO. He will service southeast
Minnesota.
Scott Green, BA '84, was named
a senior hydrogeologist at Soil and
Materials Engineers, Ann Arbor.
Mary Lorraine Johnson, BS '84,
was commissioned a mission intern of the United Methodist
Church in July. She will serve with
the Christian Commission for Development in Honduras.
Donald E. Rohn, BS '84, has
been promoted to corporal in the
U.S. Marine Corps. Stationed in
Washington, D.C., he also was recently awarded the Corps Good
Conduct Medal.
Michael J. Romoser, BEA '84,
has been named general manager
of Adams Outdoor Advertising,
Kalamazoo.
Rob Woodrick, BS '84, has been
named director of meat sales at D
& W Food Centers, Grand Rapids.
Sean M. Artz, BBA '85, has been
named sales engineer for the U.S.
Industrial Group Marketing Department of Aeroquip Corp. He
will be responsible for the sale of
products in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.
William Born, BSE '85, has
been named general manager of
customer services for Modern
Printing and Mailing, St. Joseph.
Mary Cantu, BS '85, has joined
Keller-Moleski Associates, Inc. of
Kalamazoo as a graphic designer.
Duane Jarvis, BS '85, and his
wife, Kimberly, have a baby boy,
Matthew, born on August 4.
1st Lt. Victor Wigfall, BS '85,
recently received the Navy
Achievement Medal for his superior performance of duty while stationed as a Marine with the First
Force Service Support Group,
Camp Pendleton, CA.

1986-88
Ronald R. Grenadier, MBA '86,
has been promoted to controller of
Jackson Products Inc., Grand
Rapids.
SylvaJean Mosier, MA '86, has
been named administrator of the
Cascade Care Center, Grand
Rapids.
Michael Gerfen, BBA '87, has
been named account executive at
William R. Biggs/Gilmore Associates, Kalamazoo.
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Donna Dees Mitchell, BS '87, is
an interior designer with Northrop
and Associates, Kalamazoo.
Mark F. Monk, BS '87, is a production coordinator for The Kalamazoo Writing and Video Co.
Brenda Thomas, MA '87, has
been named assistant director of
financial aid at Davenport College,
Kalamazoo.
Lisa Hanson, MA '88, has been
named Greek affairs coordinator at
Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA.

Deaths
M. Genevieve Kimball, died in
March in Lansing. She was a
member of the Zeta Chapter of Alpha Beta Epsilon, Western's alumnae sorority.
Lucile I. Forester Webster, died
June 19 in Battle Creek. She was a
member of Alpha Beta Epsilon,
Western's alumnae sorority.

1910-39
Zilpha Johnson Goold, TC '18,
died July 22 in Battle Creek. She
leaves one sister.
Helen Lucile Lamb, TC '22, BS
'54, died July 19 in Rockford.
Helen V. Matson Thomas, TC
'22, died April 13 in Cincinnati,
OH.
Elvena Pegg Beery, TC '24, died
June 27 in Plainwell. She leaves
her husband and one son, Ronald,
BS '57.
Gertrude Vanderveen, TC '27,
BS '56, died in February in Muskegon. She was a member of the
Mu Chapter of Alpha Beta Epsilon,
Westem's alumnae sorority.
Lola L. Hall, TC '30, BA '43, MA
'62, died in May in Climax Scotts.
She was a member of Alpha Beta
Epsilon, Western's alumnae sorority. She leaves one brother and
two sisters.
Ruth Kelly Koffel, BS '32, died
July 7. She leaves two sons and
one daughter.
Olga Radusch Pahl, TC '34, BA
'39, died August 20 in Kalamazoo.
She leaves one daughter, Monee,
MA '76; one son-in-law, Kenneth
BS 75; and two grandchildren.
George E. Mills, BA '36, died
August 27 in Ann Arbor. He leaves
one daughter, Peuv Ann VanVlaclc, BA 79; one brother, Leone,
BA '38; one sister; and three
grandchildren.

Western Michigan University

1940-69
George Strickland, BA '43, died
August 20 in Kalamazoo. He
leaves one son, John, BS '52; one
daughter-in-law, Muriel, BA '53,
MA -,57,· and three grandchildren .
Martha E. Wiseman, BA '49,
died July 1 in Southfield.
Irene Beach Dickerson, BS '54,
died August 14 in Hastings. She
leaves two daughters, seven grandchildren, and eight greatgrandchildren.
Gloria Phillips Cannon, MA '58,
died June 28 in Kalama.zoo. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Zane, who was a faculty
member at Western. She leaves
three sons, Benjamin, BA '65;
Russell, MA '87,· Thomas, BS '71,
MA '72; and eight grandchildren.
Fred Hannapel, BS '64, died
July 6 at Gun Lake. He leaves his
wife, two sons, and one daughter.
James E. Rogers, BS '69, died
July 22 in Litchfield. He leaves his
wife and three children.
Solomon Stucky, BA '69 died
July 13 in Bellville, Ontario. He
leaves his wife Naomi, BA '54, MA
'61, MA '70; one son, David, BS '67,·
one
daughter;
and
three
granddaughters.

1970-88
Thomas A. Bowers, BS '71, died
August 1 in Pinellas Park, FL.
Amy Nordin Poch, BA '72, died
June 30 in Kalamazoo. She leaves
her husband, Rene, BA '72; three
sons; one daughter; sixteen grand. children; and seventeen greatgrandchildren.
Andrea Wilson, BBA ··'76, died
August 26 in Grosse Point Farms.
Mary Ann VandenHeuvel, BA
'77, died in a car accident June 24.
She leaves her husband, Donald,
BS '76; two daughters; her parents;
one brother; and two sisters.
Douglas W. DeLeeuw, MBA '78,
died August 3 in Kalamazoo. He
leaves his wife, three children, his
parents, and three brothers, including Dale BRA '83, and
Daniel, BS '73.
Michael Randle, BS '80, died
July 22 in Mattawan. He leaves his
wife, one daughter, and his
mother.
Miles B. Stout, BS '80, died
June 28. He leaves his parents and
three sisters.
Agnes Dodie. BA '88, died August 30 in North Ridgeville, OH.
She leaves two sons, one daughter,
and five grandchildren.

Burian remembered as
a dreamer and a doer

Friends and colleagues of Dr. William A. Burian, dean of
the College of Health and Human Services, gathered
October 4 in the Dalton Center Recital Hall to celebrate
his life with words and music.
Burian, who was fifty-one, died September 21 after a
brief illness.
"Bill Burian was a
dreamer who wed dreams to
pragmatism," President
Diether H. Haenicke said.
"He concentrated on the
doable of today while
working toward the perhaps
doable of tomorrow, seeking
always the larger vision.
"He will always be our
Bill Burian. He was a fine
dean, an accomplished
professor, a cherished
colleague, and a thoroughly
good man. He will continue
to live in our memories and, of course, in our hearts."
Haenicke, who provided closing remarks, also read
from a letter of condolence he had received from Gov.
James J. Blanchard.
In the letter, Blanchard said Burian was "a highly
valued adviser and consultant" to state agencies. "Dean
Burian deserves our lasting gratitude," Blanchard wrote.
"He brought the University and community together and
made his college one of the finest in the nation."
Numerous other friends and colleagues of Burian
participated in the special service. They gathered to pay
tribute to an educator and administrator who had
gained a national reputation as a leader in health policy
formulation.
Burian joined Western's social work faculty in 1969
and became the founding dean of the CoJJege of Health
and Human Services when it was established in 1976.
The American Society of Allied Health Professions
named him its outstanding member for 1987. The honor
recognized' his "extraordinary contributions to the goals
of the society," which represents more than 500,000
allied health professionals.
Memorial contributions may be made to the College
of Health and Human Services Development Fund in
care of the college or of the Office of Alumni Affairs and
Development.
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Football, fund raising, and bowties

Bill Doolittle looks hack on a quarter of a century at Western
Editor's note: Around Westerns athletic circle, Bill
Doolittle is a well-known figure. Doolittle became the
director of the "Mike" Gary Athletic Fund in 1975 and
will retire from this position at the end olJanuary. He
also served as the Broncos' head football coach from
1964 to 1974. Under his leadership, the Gary Fund has

become the top athletic fund-raising endeavor in the
Mid American Conference, with annual contributions
increasing from $25, 000 to more than $500, 000. On the
football field, Doolittle led Western to a share in the
MAC championship with a 1966 team that went 7-3. His
overall record was 58-49-2.

Bill, you're a part of the heart and soul of
Western's athletic department. How do you feel about
retiring and leaving all of this behind?

to me than the little plaque I got was all the
congratulatory letters-just all kinds of them and from
people I didn't even know. It was a great honor.

A•

Retirement from this position does not mean
retiring. It means slowing down. Actually, I'm still going
to be working for the University through the
development office and Dr. Leland Byrd (athletic
director), primarily dealing with major gifts, such as
gifts towards the renovation of the stadium and office
areas. I also plan to do more traveling. My wife and I
would like to put together another trip to Europe for
the Gary Fund like we did last summer.

If you plan to remain so involved in the
program, why retire?
I feel I'm giving someone
else the responsibility and chance
to run the Gary Fund. I need to slow
down some. I also felt it's time to bring a new person
into the position, someone who will get other new
people involved.

: What were a few of your greatest coaching
moments?

A•

Well, of course, winning a share of the 1966 MAC
title was one of the greatest coaching moments. The
most disappointing thing of my time at Western has
probably been that we could never get that title back.
It was also a thrill to have my son Steve play for me.
He started every game as a senior, but then during the
second half, we'd replace him with Paul Jorgensen. In
the last game of his college career, Steve came in late in
the game for the win. It was probably our greatest
athletic moment as a family.
I also was and am very proud of the fact that all of
my coaching staff remained at the University (Chuck
Comer, John Miller, Dick Raklovits, Bill Rowekamp,
Fred Stevens, and Bob Wyman). They were all very good
teachers.

What have you had to do to make the Gary Fund
so successful?

A•

When I came into the job, I had no idea what
-would make a successfulprogram. They had never had a
director for the fund before, so I thought it would be a
challenge and, boy, at times it sure has been that. It
hasn't always been a winning program, but what we try
to sell people are the ideas of higher education, young
people, and opportunity. Not many people can refuse
those concepts.
Above: As head football coach, Bill Doolittle led his 1966 team to
a share in the Mid-American Conference title ;ust two years after
hav.ing taken over the reins.
Far right: Doolittle, center (front row), says one of his proudest
football moments occurred after he was no longer head coach,
when all of his coaching staff decided to remain at Western.
Staff members were, from left (front), Bill Rowekamp and Dick
Raklovits, and (back) Bob Wyman, Fred Stevens, Chuck Comer,
and John Miller.
Bottom: Inwardly, Doolittle's fondness for Western has remained
strong despite the passing of twenty-five years. Outwardly, h{s
penchant for wearing bowties has remained equally strong.

Kathy Beauregard named
associate athletic director
Kathy Beauregard, M.A.
'81, the developer of a successful women's gymnastics program at Western,
has been appointed to the
position of associate athletic director.
She replaces Dr.
Christine Hoyles, who recently accepted a post as
assistant commissioner
with the Pacific-IO
Conference.
In nine seasons of
coaching, Beauregard
compiled a .622 winning
percentage (68-41-2), and
produced Mid-American
Conference championship

teams in 1986 and 1987
and second place contingents in 1984 and 1988.
Her 1982 squad was
third in the league and
qualified for the·NCM
Mideast Regionals.
Beauregard was named
MAC "coach of the year"
in 1985 and 1986. Over the
past six seasons, twelve of
her gymnasts have received All-MAC
recognition.
Replacing Beauregard is
Brigitte Boyer, a former
Bronco gymnast who
served as assistant gymnastics coach last season.

You came to Western in 1964 as the football
coach. What brought you to Western?
: I was coaching in Flint and had a pretty successful
program when an opening came up at Western. I
applied to be interviewed, but was turned down. At that
time, they weren't ready to bring successful high school
coaches into a college program. So I coached more high
school and then got on with Paul Dietzel at Army for a
few years. When the head position came up again in
1964, I applied for an interview again and this time I
not only got an interview, but they offered me the job.
It was a goal I had set-to get the WMU job. I felt the
challenge was there.

Q:

You were named the Alumni "W" Club's "man of
the year" in 1987. How did you feel about the honor?

A•

Oh, that was very flattering. There sure were a lot
of people who deserved that more than I did, but it was
a great thrill for me and my family. And more important

: In the years that you've been involved with
athletics, what are the most outstanding changes you've
seen come about?

A.

I think the biggest innovation is the weight
programs. When you have young ladies on strength
programs and football players on strength programs,
well, that just wasn't done back then.
The idea of the academic adviser is another big one.
Back in my day, the coaches always had to be the
academic advisers and that can be a full-time job in
itself. As coaches, we were teaching, we were coaching,
and on top of that, we were trying to keep tabs of all the
players and all their classes. It kept us busy, I'll tell you.
Another change is some of the basic concepts of
football. When I was the coach, we had 30 percent
passing and 70 percent running. Now Al (Molde, current
head football coach) is using 70 percent passing and 30
percent running. It makes me shudder a bit when I
think about it. The passing game is outstanding. It's
very innovative. In the passing game, they're just
thinking all the time.

Q:

Anybody who knows you, knows that one piece of
your formal apparel never changes, your ever-present
bowtie. Why the bowtie Bill?

A:

Ah, my bowtie. Well, my other tie kept getting in
the soup. No, no, I'm just kidding. It started in college,
actually. Someone showed my how to tie one and I
thought, "By golly, that's nice. I like that and it doesn't
get in the way." After all these years, I don't own
another kind of tie.

by Cindy Paavola
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Mathematician, geographer receive 1988 scholar awards
Dr. Christian R. Hirsch, a professor of mathematics and statistics, and Dr.
Joseph P. Stoltman, a professor of geography, are the 1988 winners of
Western's highest honor to a faculty member-the Distinguished Faculty
Scholar Award.
The two received their awards October 25 during the University's ninth annual Academic Convocation.
Hirsch is known across the country for
education, while Stoltman is a
prominent figure nationally and
internationally in the field of geography education. Both have been
involved in recent years in propos-ing school curriculum changes in
their respective disciplines.
A faculty member since 1973,
Hirsch has an impressive list of research publications, particularly in
the area of improving mathematics
teaching and learning at the secondary and college levels. He has also
received several grants from the National Science Foundation and from
Western.
Hirsch is chair of a working group on
curriculum and instruction for the
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. Also, he has headed and been a
member of a number of other educational groups, including serving as chair
ofWestern's Committee on Science and
Mathematics Education from 1984 to 1987.
In addition, he has served as a consultant

to national and state research organizations.
!'His contributions include significant research on the
teaching of mathematics, articles on substantive
mathematical topics, innovative instructional materials
for junior high and high school students, textbooks, and
forward-looking yet realistic position statements on
elementary and secondary mathematics curricula," one
supporter of his nomination said.
Stoltman, a faculty member since 1971, chaired the
Department of Geography from 1975 to 1986. He also
was assistant to the dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences from 1982 to 1984.
He has served as a U.S. delegate representing the
National Research Council at conferences of the
International Geographical Union and chaired the
union's Commission on Geographical Education from
1980 to 1988. "Under his leadership, this commission
has won an enviable record of publications, grants,
conferences, and other activities," one of his nominators
said.
Currentiy, Stoltman is a member of the project team
undertaking a national study on "Improving Pre-Service
Teacher Training in Geography" and is serving on
committees for several state, national, and international
organizations.
Stoltman's research has focused on such topics as
geographic education, international research on
teaching geography, and world geography in the social
studies. "One measure of the high regard which his
colleagues have for him and his work is the frequency
with which his published works are cited in literature
published in such diverse locations as Australia, Brazil,
and England," another supporter of his nomination said.

In laboratories and communities, Western is working for all of us
Department helps local firm with robots

The Department of Occupational Therapy is helping a
Kalamazoo-based company develop computerized, voicecontrolled personal robots for the severely
disabled.
PRAB Command Incorporated, a subsidiary of Prab
Robots Incorporated, recently introduced two new
products to serve the needs of millions of quadraplegics
around the world, including 600,000 in the United
States. The company is initially offering a voicecontrolled work station and a programmable
rehabilitation robot.
The goal is to help the severely disabled to become
more functional and productive in both home and work
environments. The work station allows the user to give
voice commands to the computer and perform such
tasks as programming, accounting, design, desk-top
publishing, and more. It includes a robotic arm to aid in
retrieving files, loading disks, and even serving food.
Faculty members in the Department of Occupational
Therapy have been charged with developing training
materials for the users' of the two products and for the
persons who will instruct the users. The company
selected the department to assist in the formal
documentation because of its previous experience in the
area, PRAB Command's chief executive officer said.

Professor spearheads flight computer testing

A state transportation official and a Western engineer
recently returned from a successful commissioning
flight using a computerized navigational tool that may
one day be commonplace in general aviation. Leard L.
Wylie, an assistant professor of engineering technology,
made the flight using the LORAN-C navigation system
that he has been running accuracy checks on for several
months.
Wylie flew according to LORAN directions while the
state official kept a constant check to see whether the
plane's conventional navigational systems matched the
I ORAN findings. The result was the first official LORAN
upproach to the Kalamazoo County Airport and the first
one in Michigan.
What will follow is a year of work by Wylie on local
development of the system, which gives pilots an added
level of safety. Wylie was awarded a $10,000 contract in
July from the Michigan Aeronautics Commission to

Research Iservice summary
support that research. The LORAN approach system on
which he is working will guide pilots not just to a
general area, but to the end of a specific runway.
The Kalamazoo approach is part of a nationwide early
implementation program for the LORAN system, Wylie
says, and will probably remain Michigan's only approved
LORAN approach until full implementation of the
system takes place in the nation between 1991 and 1992.

Center conducts state health survey

The Kercher Center for Social Research is conducting a
series of monthly telephone surveys as part of the
•
Michigan Behavior Risk Factor Survey. The surveys,
similar to ongoing surveys in thirty-seven other states,
are being done in cooperation with the national Centers
for Disease Control in Atlanta.
The project is funded by a three-year, $145, 740

contract with the state Department of Public Health. lt
is an attempt to monitor changeable behaviors that
affect the health of state residents and will aid local,
state, and federal health authorities in making funding
and policies decisions regarding health programs.

Students learn while helping the elderly

Twenty Western students are enhancing their ability to
relate to older adults, while at the same time making
life a little better for twenty Kalamazoo area senior
citizens. The students are participating in a nationally
funded experimental program called Senior Partners,
which is a new junior-level requirement of the
University's Physician Assistant Program.
It is expected that the students' experiences will help
them develop new insights and sensitivities to the needs
of the older patients they will encounter in their
medical careers. For the seniors, the benefits may
include companionship, a relief from feelings of
isolation, and a chance to share their concerns and daily
frustrations.

Who, what, when, and where: campus news briefs
• Public affairs sch()()/ is created

Western has established a School of Public Affairs and
Administration to better administer and maintain one of its
largest graduate programs. The school is an outgrowth of
the reorganization of the Center for Public Administration
Programs, which had been in existence for fourteen years.
• New

education Ph.D. is approved

A new Doctor of Philosophy degree in educational leadership
with a concentration in evaluation, measurement, and
research design has been'approved by the Board of Trustees.
It will be available in January 1989.

• Advising program receives award

The University Curriculum has received a 1988 Certificate of
Merit from the American College Testing/National Academic
Advising Association. The award is given "in recognition of
innovative and/or exemplary practices" in the field of academic
advising.
Western's program offers academic advising, interest and
skill assessment, academic support services, career planning
information, and referral services.

• Westem fosters btlSic-skills competency

This fall Western introduced a writing requirement aimed at
upper·level undergraduate students to ensure they can express
• Music school hires new director
themselves competently in their major field of study before
Dr. Don B. Gibson has been appointed director of the School graduation.
of Music. A professor of music, he had been associate dean of
That requirement complements several other existing
Baylor University's School of Music. He replaces the late
competency requirements,·including ones that call for
Donald P. Bullock, who had resigned the position to return to students to demonstrate entry-level competency in reading,
full~time teaching. Bullock died July 29 at the age of fifty~two. writing, an<l quantification; pass a college-level writing course;
and gain computer literacy.

